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Sources of evidence from systematic reviews: 16,000 systematic reviews published 
each year in health care literature

 Cochrane Library

 DARE database

 JBI reviews

 Epistemonikos

 HTA agencies

 Guidelines

 New: KSR Evidence
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AMSTAR 2 provides a broad assessment of quality, including flaws that may have arisen through poor conduct 
of the review (with uncertain impact on findings). In this respect it differs from another instrument, the Risk Of 
Bias In Systematic reviews (ROBIS).

ROBIS is a sophisticated three phase instrument that focuses specifically on the risk of bias introduced by the 
conduct of the review. It covers most types of research question, including diagnosis, prognosis, and aetiology.

In contrast, AMSTAR 2 is intended to be used for reviews of healthcare interventions. Inevitably there is 
overlap in the items considered by ROBIS and AMSTAR 2; indeed, two investigators (BCR, BJS) were involved in 
the development of both.

Difference between AMSTAR 2 and ROBIS
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KSR Evidence

 Includes all systematic reviews in health care

 Not only intervention reviews but also diagnosis, prognosis, aetiology

 Also includes appraisals of Cochrane Reviews

 Aims to add references to all systematic reviews, and approximately 4,000 appraisals per year

 Higher impact reviews prioritised for full appraisal (but we have an in-house true random sample of 
1,000 appraisals per year for methodological research)

 User request appraisals option for €25 admin fee  Guideline developers!

 Subscription based, starting January 2018

 Until then free login with username/email: ksrevidence  and password: evidence

 www.ksrevidence.com


